
Cholera is a severe intestinal infection char-

acterized by voluminous, watery diarrhea 

that can be fatal within hours.  It is caused by 

the marine bacterium Vibrio cholerae of 

serogroups O1 and O139.  While rare in the 

United States and other industrialized na-

tions, cholera is endemic in more than 50 

countries.  In both its aquatic and intestinal 

life cycles, V. cholerae will encounter various 




