
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO 
 
SUBJECT: PERFORMING HOT WORK, HOT WORK PERMIT Procedure No:  S-08-049 
  

 
PROCEDURE STATEMENT 

 

Safe procedures, as defined by this plan, shall be followed by Facilities Maintenance personnel, Contractors, and by 
all other persons that perform hot work on any University of Toledo Campus. 
  

PURPOSE OF PROCEDURE 
 

These procedures have been established to comply with Ohio’s Public Employee Risk Reduction Act, the OSHA 
Welding, Cutting and Brazing standard (29 CFR 1910.Subpart Q), and the NFPA standard 51B.  The purpose of this 
program is to establish requirements for work involving burning, welding or similar operations that are capable of 
initiating fires or explosions to minimize the probability of property loss and personal injury. 
 

DEFINITION 
 

This program applies to all employees involved in hot work.  Hot work is any work involving burning, welding, or 
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determine the suitability of designated areas for hot work.  Hot work can be performed in two types of areas, 
designated areas and permit-



Performing Hot Work, Hot Work Permit 
Page 2 
 

Hot work shall not be attempted on: 
 

• A partition, wall, ceiling or roof that has a combustible covering or insulation, or on walls or partitions of 
combustible sandwich-type panel construction. 

• Pipes or other metal that are in contact with combustible walls, partitions, ceilings or roofs shall not be done 
if the work is close enough to cause ignition by conduction. 

 

B. Hot Work Permit 
 

The hot work permit identifies the risk of the potential for fire and is a tool used by Facilities Maintenance 
personnel, Contractors, and by all other persons that perform hot work on any University of Toledo Campus to 
reduce the inherent risks involved in performing hot work.  If hot work is to occur in a location other than that of a 
designated area, a written hot work permit is to be obtained from the Permit Authorizing Individual (PAI).  The 
PAI shall be the University of Toledo Facilities Maintenance Project Manager or other responsible party 
(employed by the University of Toledo and involved with the project) or their designee.  The hot work permit must 
be displayed at the job site during the hot work and, at the conclusion of the shift, the permit shall be removed 
and sent to the Safety and Health Department.  Cutting, welding, or other hot work shall be permitted only in 
areas that are or have been made fire safe.  The hot work permit is only good for one shift and the following 
conditions must be completed and verified by the PAI.   
 

General requirements 
• Hot work equipment being used is in satisfactory operating condition and in good repair. 
 

Requirements within 35 ft (11 m) of hot work operations: 
• The area is free from flammable liquids and combustible material, or the work must be moved to an area 

free from combustibles. 
• Combustibles that can not be moved are shielded or protected against ignition. 
• Combustible materials on the floor have been swept for a radius of 35 ft (11m). 
• Combustible floors have been kept wet down, covered with damp sand, or protected by shielding; personnel 

operating arc welding or cutting are protected from possible shock. 
• Edges of covers at the floor are tight to prevent sparks from going under them. • 
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• Wall or floor openings within a 35 ft (11m) radius expose combustible materials in adjacent areas, including 
concealed spaces in walls or floors. 

• Combustible materials are adjacent to the opposite side of partitions, walls, ceilings, or roofs and are likely 
to be ignited. 

 

Fire Watch is responsible for: 
 

• being aware of the inherent hazards of the work site and of the hot work; 
• ensuring that safe conditions are maintained; 
• have the authority to stop the hot work if unsafe conditions develop; 
• having fire extinguishing equipment and being knowledgeable of its use; 
• 
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G. Training 
 

Training must be provided on: 
• the inherent risks involved; 
• the emergency procedures in the event of a fire; 
• instructions on all equipment and processes; and 
• the provisions of this program. 
 

H. Responsibilities during hot work operations 
 

Appropriate Facilities Maintenance Supervisors or other qualified personnel:  
• see that hot work is not scheduled to be performed during operations that might expose combustibles to 

ignition; 
• ensure that fire protection and extinguishing equipment is properly located at the site and employees are 

trained in their use; and 
• make a fire watch available if needed. 

 

Hot Work Operators: 
 

• obtain a hot work permit from the PAI and ensuring that conditions are safe before performing any hot work; 
• protect combustibles from ignition by having the work moved to a location free from combustibles, moving 

combustibles to a safe distance, or properly shielding against ignition; 
• safe handling and use of equipment, as well as determining any combustible or hazardous areas that are 

present in the work area; 
• understand the emergency procedures in the event of a fire and have an awareness of the inherent risks 

involved; 
• stop hot work operations and notify I . 9 ] T J ( y ) ] T J 
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