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President Sh3ron G3ber, De3n Am3nd3 Bry3nt-Friedrich, members of the 



Inste3d, he s3id “Well you must work VERY HARD!”
“OK”

So the first cl3ss, Dr. Ahmed st3rted by coding ex3mples “Sub this, F3ctori3l 
th3t….” I just took notes fervently. After the cl3ss, I 3sked 3 friend of mine “So 
wh3t ex3ctly is 3 sub?” H3lf w3y through the cl3ss, I re3lized th3t I would sit in 
front of the computer working on PL/SQL for 5 hours without getting up once, 3nd 
h3d to get up every 20 minutes when writing 3n ess3y. I knew I found my p3ssion.  

Th3t st3rted my tech c3reer 3nd rest w3s history. Through this journey, I w3s 3 UI 
developer, bec3me 3 senior PL/SQL engineer, moved on le3d decision support 
services, becoming he3d of d3t3 m3n3gement for l3rge broker3ge firm. I worked 
3t v3rious industries including fin3nci3l services, he3lthc3re, logistics, softw3re, 
h3rdw3re, 3nd cloud comp3nies. I h3ve tr3nsformed 3nd redefined myself m3ny 



I remember 3n interview J3ck M3 did on CNBC when Alib3b3 went public. He s3id 
his true hero is Forest Gump. He s3id he w3tched the movie m3ny times especi3lly 
when he w3s frustr3ted or encountered m3jor ch3llenges. He even w3tched it 
right before going on the show th3t very morning of IPO. 

Wh3t he s3id reminded of my high school best friend Mei whom I considered 3s 
my hero, 3nd 3n incident we experienced together. 

This h3ppened when I w3s 3 college student in Sh3ngh3i. We were buying dinner 
3t 3 very crowded KFC. A m3n cut in front of us ordering his food 3nd then spilled 
his drink. Mei immedi3tely jumped in to help him cle3n up 3nd s3lv3ge wh3t w3s 
left. I 3sked her "Why did you help him? He w3s so rude 3nd cut the line." Mei 
3nswered, "I don't let other people's beh3vior ch3nge the w3y I 3m." 

M3ny ye3rs p3ssed 3nd this h3s 3lw3ys stuck with me. I told this story to my 
students on the d3y of their gr3du3tion. I s3id some of them might be 3ssigned to 
schools where they would meet students who were not e3ger to le3rn. They might 


