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 Thank you, Class of 2019, for having me. Congratulations on all of your hard work; it’s 

really nice to be back home in Toledo. It’s a little bit strange talking to a bunch of people that 

probably already know parts of my life story. I didn’t have time to look up all of you on 

Facebook beforehand, so you guys have the advantage. Even though I didn’t go here, I do have 

secondhand experience, as I witnessed my older brother attend law school here. He lived at 

home, and I remember being 14 years old, watching my brother live on cans of pork and beans, 

staying up all hours of the night reading incredibly long books about Constitutional Law and tort 

reform. To give the University of Toledo College of Law some credit, he was a sleep-deprived 

mess, but he seemed to be very well-educated. At the time, I wondered if my 14-year old 

problems were really that important, but he always reassured me that they were. He always took 

the time to drive me around, give me brotherly advice and threaten to subpoena anyone who 

bullied me. 

 

 So in a way, I had a vicarious education into what school should teach you - the value of 

consistency, sticking to your commitments, and making time to take care of others. When I was 

in eighth grade, I went to Notre Dame, and my dad was the coach of our basketball team, Christ 

the King Raiders. And I remember that in the championship game, we were up against this team 

of girls that were all at least two inches taller than us. And he called us into a huddle and said, “I 

don’t want any of you to be scared. And you’d better not play scared out there.” Really, we were 
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more scared of him than anyone else. But we went out, and defeated those Amazonian girls by 

one basket. A few years later, I was getting ready to go out and host SNL as a 21-year-old, and I 

was really nervous and really scared, and my dad was there in New York before the show. And 

he came up to me and said, “Just have fun and be yourself; they’re lucky to have you.” And in 

that moment, I wasn’t scared.  

 

When I was auditioning for my first acting job in  LA, my mom came with me, and when 

we were there we met a lot of kids my age. Once, at a grocery store, I became surrounded by 

young actors who had lived in L.A. for years. They asked about my previous acting experience, 

and I didn’t have any. My mom kind of brusquely ushered me out of there and said, “Well, we’re 
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When you’re in the middle of a natural disaster, pay close attention to directions. I 

remember seeing a hurricane warning on TV, and it said, buy water AND also fill your tub. So 

what I did was buy a huge pack of Poland Spring water bottles, and then later when I was 

pouring the water into the tub, I realized, this is probably not what they meant.  

 

Even though my friends told me to stick my jeans in the freezer to clean then, it just made 

them stiff. So don’t do that. 

 

I used to sell a bunch of my clothes and then use the money I got from doing that to buy 

more clothing. I was losing a lot of money, but I 
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      I’ve been so lucky in life to know people who have given me their wisdom, experience 

and advice while I was growing up. My family has welcomed me home every time and sent me 


