
Social Psychology, 6700/7700
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 to 10:45 (fall, 2013)



knowledge. Everyone will be expected to know the materials m the readings, but you will not be
expected to have identical background knowledge in which to fit the material. Diversity in a course is
a strength, not a weakmess. To insure you are prepared for class and earn full pamcipation points, I
suggest you take notes and write down many questions and ideas while you read the articles.

Class Presentations (20% of course grade). Twenty percent of your grade will be based on three in-
class presentations. Every student will have the opportunity to present three articles to the class (hsted
below). These presentations will cover alticles relevant to the weeldy topic. Presentations should be
planned out prior to class and be conducted professionally. I expect each plesentation to last
approximately 5 to 10 lnins Due to time limitations, I will stop presenters at 10 rains if they are not
finished So, please practice your presentation before hand to lnake sure you can complete it within _7
mins. When giving your presentation, it is important to connect your article with the weekly readings
(see instructions in our class Blackboard page).

Mlctterm and Final Exam (60% o[cozmse grade) Two m-class exams wdl be given to assess student
understanding of the leadlngs, lectures, and &scussions. Each exam will be worth 30% of your final
comse grade. The exam questions will be of the long and short essay variety. I have example
questions fox the lnidtelm plovided m OUl Blackboard page

Collegiate Policies

Students with Disabihtws Reasonable accommodations will be made for anyone with a disability
that may require some lnodification of seating, testing, or other class requirements Students lnust



°  Giving or receiving substantive aid during the course of an examination;
•  Commencing an examination before the stipulated time or continmng to work on an



Day 8/29 Discussion

Readings for 8/29

Gergen, K. J. (1973). Social psychology as history, JPSP, 26, 309-320.

Schlenker, B R. (1974). Social psychology as science, JPSP, 29, 1-15.

Week 3: Social influence

Lecture 9/3: The personality-situation debate

Readings for 9/3

Cialdim, R. B, & Griskevmms, V. (2010) Somal influence In Advanced Social
Psychology The state of the scwnce (pp. 383-417)

Zajonc, R. B. (1965). Social facilitation. Scwnce, 149, 269-274.

Asch, S. Effects of group pressure upon the modification and distortion of judgments
(177-190).

Day 9/5: Discussion

Readings for 9/5

Milgram, S. (1971) Some con&tions of obedience and disobedmnce to authority (57-75).

Darley, J., & B atson, C D. (1973). From Jerusalem to Jericho: A study of sÿtuatlonal and
dispositional variables in helping behavior JPSP, 27, 100-108.

Latane, B (1996) Dynamic social impact The creation of culture by communication
Journal of commumcation, 46, p 13-25

Presentation articles for 9/5

Diener et al. (1976). Effects ofdeindividuation variables on stealing among Halloween
trick-or-treaters. ,IPSP, 33, 178-183

Lockwood, P., & Kunda, Z. (1997) Superstars and me' Pledicting the impact of role
models on the self .JPSP, 73, 91-103.

Week 4: Attribution

Lecture 9/10" Early theories of attribution



Readings fox 9/10

Storms, M. D. (1973). Videotape and the attribution process: Revmsing actors' and observels'
point of view. JPSP, 27, 165-175.

Gilbert (1995) Attribution and intelpersonal pelception (pp 99 - 148). Advanced Social
Psychology.

Day 9/12: Discussion

Readings for 9/12

Epley, N. et al (2009). Behever's estnnates of God's beliefs are more egocentric than
estimates of others people's beliefs PNAS: Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, www pnas.org_cgi_doi_l O. 1073_pnas.0908374106.

Waytz, et al. (2010) Causes and consequences of mind pelception Trends in Cogmtlve
Sciences, 14, 383-388

Presentations for 9/12

Molgan, G. S. et al. (2010). When values and attributions collide Libelals' and
conservatives' values motivate attlibutions for alleged misdeeds PSPB, 36, 1241-1254.

Kraus, M. W. et al. (2009) Social class, sense of control, and social explanation dPSP,
97, 992-1004

Week 5: Affect and emotions

Lectme Day 9/17. Theories of emotions

Readings for 9/17

Manstead, A (2010). Social psychology of emotion In AdvancedSocialPsychology The
state o/the scwnce (pp. 101-138)

Fredrlckson, B. L. (2004) The broaden-and-braid theory of positive emotions.
Phdosoplvcal Transactions of the Royal Society, 359, 1367-1377.

Day 9/19: Discussion

Readings for 9/19

Gilbert, D., & Wilson, T (2000). Miswantmg Some pÿoblems in the forecasting of futme
affectlve states Feehng and tlvnkmg The role o/ qffecl m socml cognition pp. 178-197.

Medvec et al (1995). When less is more: Counterfactual thinking and satisfaction among
Olympic medalists. JPSP, 69, 603-610.



Kalmeman et al. (2006). Would you be happier if you wele richerg: A focusing illusion
Scwlwe, 312, 1908-1910

Presentations for 9119

Diener, et al. (2011). The religion paradox: If religion makes people happy, why are so
many people dropping out? JPSP, 101, 1278-1290.

Whltchurch, E, R., eta!. (2011). "He loves me, he loves me not..." Uncertainty can

increase romantic attraction. Psychological Science, 22, 172-175.

Week 6: Social cognition

Day 9/24' Discussion

Readings for 9/24 and 9/26

Carlston, D. (2010). Social cogmtlon. In Advanced Social Psycholog3ÿ The slate of lhe
science. (pp. 63-100)

Bargh, J. A., & Williams, E. L. (2006) The automatlcity of social life. Current Directions
in Ps3ÿchology Scwnce, 15, 1-4.

Wegner, D. M, & Erber, R (1992). The hyperaccessibility of suppressed thoughts ,]PSP,
63,903-912.

Llberman, N. et al. (2002) The effect of temporal distance on level of mental construal
JESP, 38, 523-534.

Presentations Day 9/24"

Shah, J. Y., & Kruglanski, A W. (2003). When opportunity knocks' Bottom-up priming of
goals by means and its effects on self-regulation JPSP, 84, 1109-1122,

Fitzsimons, G. M., & Bargh, J. A (2003). Thinking of you nonconscious pursuit of
interpersonal goals associated with relationship partners JPSP, 84, 148-164

Week 7' Theories of consistency and justification

Day 10/3: Discussion

Readings for 10/1 and 10/3

Festinger, L, & Carlsmith, M (1959). Cognitive consequences of forced colnphance. JASP,
58, 203-210.



Cooper, J, & Fazio, R. H (1984). A new look at dissonance theory. In L. Berkowitz (Ed),
Advances m experimental soclalpsychology (Vol 17, pp. 229-266) Orlando, FL. Academic
Press.

Steele, C. (1990) The psychology of self-affirmation: Sustaining the integrity of the self.
(372-390). Advances m Exp Soc Psych.

Ploulx, T., & Heine, S. J. (2009). Colmectlons from Kafl<a' Exposure to meannag threats

improves ilnphcit learning of an artificial glammar. PaTchologlca/Science, 20, 1125-! !31.

Presentations for 10/3

Fein & Spencer (1997). Prejudice as self-image maintenance: Affirming the self
through negative evaluations of othel s JPSt), 73, 31-44

Harris, P R., et al. (2007) Self-affirmation reduces smokers' defensiveness to graphic
on-pack cigarette warning labels. Health Psychology, 26, 437-446.

Week 8: Self-knowledge, structure, and control

Day 10/8' Lecture on self-knowledge_

Readings 10/8

Baumeister, R. (2010) The self In AdvalTced Socml Psychology The state of the science
(pp 139-175)

Baumelster, R., et al., (2007). The strength model of self-control Current DH'eclmns m

Psyc/7o/ogÿcal Science, 16, 351-355

McConnell, et al, (2009). On the expellence of self-lelevant feedback. How self-concept
organization influences affectlve responses and self-evaluations .IESP, 45, 695-707.

Day 10/10" Discussion

Readings for Day 10/10

Nisbett, R. E, & Wilson, T. D. (1977) Telhng more than we can know Verbal leports on
mental processes. Psychologtcal Review, 84, 231-259

Wilson, T. D, & Schooler, J. W (1991). Thinking too nmch: Introspection can reduce
the quality of preferences and decisions. JPSP, 60, 181-192

Presentations for Day 10/10

Krugel, J., & Dunning, D (1999). Unskilled and unaware of it: How difficulties m
recognizing one's own incompetence lead to inflated self-assessments JPSP, 77, 1121-
1134.



Pronin, E, & Kugler, M. B. (2011). People believe they have more free will than others.
PNAS. Proceedings of the Ncmonal Academy of Scwtwes, 107, 22469-22474.

Week 9: Functions of the self and self-esteem

Day 10/15: Discussion

Readings for 10/15

Harmon-Jones, E., Simon, L., Greenbelg, J., Pyszczynski, T., Solomon, S., & McGregor,
H (1997). Ten'or management theory and self-esteem Evidence that increased self-
esteem reduces mortality salience effects. JPSP, 72, 24-36

Leary, M (1999). Making sense of self-esteem. Current Directions in Psychological
Science, 8, 32-35



Park, L. E. et al (2007). Contingencies of self-worth, academic failure, and goal pursuit
PSPB, 33, 1503-1517.

Week 11" Attitude structure and change_

Day 10/29: Lecture on dual-process approaches to persuasion

Readings for 10129

Fabrigar, L, R, & Wegener, D T (2010). Attitude structme. In Advanced Social
Psychology The state of the scwnce (pp. 177-216).

Petty, R, & Brlnol, P (2010). Attitude change. In Advancedgocial Psychology The state
of the scwnce (pp. 217-259).

Day 10/31 Discussion

Readings for 10/31

Myers, D. G, & Bishop, G D. (1970). Discussion effects on racial attitudes, &'wnce, 16g
778-179.

Lord, Ross, & Leeper (1979) Biased assimilation and attitude polarization: The effects of
prior theories on subsequent consideration of evidence. JPSP, 3 7, 2098-2 ! 09.

Ajzen, I, & Flshbein, M. (1980) Understanding attitudes and predicting social behavlol
Englewood Cliffs, N J: Prentice-Hall. (pp. 4-27)

Presentations for 10131

Feinberg, M, & Wilier, R (2011). Apocalypse Soon?: Dire messages reduce belief in
global warming by conttadictingjust-world beliefs Psychological Science, 22, 34-38.

Adroaanse, M A. (2011) Breaking habits with implementation intentions' A test of
underlying plocesses. PSPB, 3 7, 502-513.

Week 12: Stereotypes, prel_udlce, and discrimination

Day 1115: Lecture on stereotype threat

Readings for 11/5

Bodellhausen, G V, & Richeson, J. A (2010) Prejudice, stereotyping, and discrimination.
In Ach,alwed Socfa/ Psycholog?ÿ The state of t/Te scielwe (pp 341-383)

Devine P (1989). Steleotypes and prejudice Their automatic and controlled components.
,IPSP, 56, 5-18.



Day 11/7: Discussion

Readings for 1117



Fletcher, G, & Overall, N, C (2010) Intimate relationships. In Advanced Soctal
Psychology' The state o/'lhe science (pp 461-494).

Week 14. Prosocial behavior

Day 11/19: Lecture on five-step model of helping

Readings for 11/19

McCullough, M. E., & Tabak, B A. (2010). Prosocial behavior. In Advanced Social
Psycholo©ÿ The state of the sczence. (pp. 263-302).

Darley, J. M. & Latane, B (1968) Bystander intervention in emergencies' Diffusion of
responsibility JPSP, 8, 377-383.

Day_ 11/21: Discussion

Readings for 11/21
°2

Tesser (1988). Towards a self-evaluation maintenance model of social behaviol. (446-460)

Dunn, E W, et al., (2008). Spending money on others p!omotes happiness Science, 319,
(5870), 1687-1688.

Presentations for 11/21

Plff, P. K et al. (2010). Having less and giving more: The influence of social class on
prosocial behavior JPSP, 99, 771-784

Greitelneyer, T. (2011) Effects ofplosocial media on social behavior. When and why
does media exposure affect helping and agglesslon. Current DH'ectlons in

Paychologlcal Science, 20, 251-255

Week 15: Aggressive behavior

Day 11/26 Discussmn

Bushman, B J., & Bartholow, B D. (2010) Aggression. In Advanced Social Psychology
The state of the science (pp 302-340)

Bushman, B. (2002). Does venting anger feed or extinguish the flame?: Catharsis,
luminatmn, distraction, anger, and aggressive responding PSI)B, 28, 724-731.

DeWall, N, et al (2007) Violence restlamed' Effects ofself-iegulatlon and its depletion
on agglesslon .lozmnal of Exl_)ermTenlal Social Psychology, 43, 62<76



Presentations for 11/26

Bushman, B. J., & Anderson, C. A (2009) Comfortably numb: Desensitizing effects of
violent media on helping others. Psychologzcal Sc'lence, 20, 273-277.

McNulty, ,!. (2011). The dark side of forgiveness: The tendency to forgive predicts
continued psychologmal and physical aggression in marriage. PSPB, 3 7, 770-783

Day 11/28' No Class

Week 16: Groups and intergroup relations

Day 12/3: Lecture on Interÿ relations

Readings for 12/3

Forsyth, D R, & Burnette, J. (2010). Group processes. In Ach,alwed Social Psycholog3ÿ
The state oJ'the scielÿce (pp 495-534).

Brewer, M. B (2010) Intergroup relations. In Ach,ancedSoclal Ps3ÿchology The s'lale o/
the sclel7ce (pp 535471)

Day 12/5: ]Discussion

Readings for 1215

Zou, X., et al. (2009). Culture as common sense: Perceived consensus versus personal

beliefs as mechanisms of cultural influence JPSP, 97, 579-597.

English, T, & Chen, S (2011). Self-concept consistency and cultme: the dffferentml
impact of two forms of consistency PSPB, 37, 838-849

Presentations for 12/15

Rattan, Aet al (2012) Can everyone become highly intelligent9 Cultural differences in
and sometal consequences of behefs about the univel sal potential for lntelhgence. JPSP,
103,787-803.


