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v 10n cybersecurity issues psy % ts, anc
students face'ey candotop selves : -
'agalnst tt‘ese th ' ; ,

Q Outside of your cyberpsychology research %hat kind
of professional work do you do in the area of informatio#i/
technology privacy?

A Outside of research? | occasionally present professional
workshops to psychology organizations and at psychology
conferences, aimed at instructing psychologists how to better
keep their electronic devices, communication, and patient
records secure.

Q: What are some pragmatic steps that psychologists and
students can take in order to minimize threats to data
security, especially with private or sensitive information
like PHI?

A
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In 1963, Stanley Milgram
conducted one of the most
famous psychology stud-
ies of all time — one that is
mentioned in almost every
introduction to psychology
textbook, and one that has
been widely criticized and
widely revered, particularly
in the social psychology
world. Experimenter (2015)
takes you on a journey

through Dr. Milgram’s mind, his memories, and much of his
life, beginning with the classic 1963 experiment.

Set in the United States, Milgram (played by Peter Sars-
gaard) was interested in conformity and obedience to au-
thority. After being trained by Asch and conducting studies
on whether people would conform to groups, Milgram then
wondered whether obedience to authority, relatedly, could
help explain some of the atrocities that the world had seen
in WWII. He conducted his first study just after the Nurem-
berg War Criminal trials and wondered whether, rather than

Page 6

B LA

b ol Sk p B e




continued from page 6

L
R




] | B R i SRR
£ L e o f e B e Gl

Paiﬁaw Bc;sbu Clayt . rxm ona




Psych Talk: News about our Students, Faculty and Alumni | By J.D. Jasper, Editor & Professor and Andy Geers, Professor

UT Psychology Department in the News

A recent study by Dr. Kamala London Newton and her lab
was featured in the UT News. Here’s the paper citation:
London, K., Hall, A. K., & Lytle, N. E. (2017). Does it help,
hurt, or something else? The effect of a something else
response alternative on children’s performance on forced-
choice questions. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 23, 281-
289.

Dr. Joni Mihura’s seminal meta-analyses on the Rorschach
published in Psychological Bulletin (Mihura, Meyer,
Dumitrascu, & Bombel, 2013) was cited in a National
Geographic story in September.

Dr. Kamala London recently acted as an expert witness on
behalf of the Northern California Innocence Project in a
case involving a man who was convicted in 2001 of sexually
abusing several of his children. The case involved faulty
medical evidence and also aggressive questioning of the
children that pressured them into making false allegations
against Mr. Larry Pohlschneider. The work of Dr. London
and a medical expert, led by the Innocence Project, resulted
in Mr. Pohlschneider being released from prison after
serving 14 years for a crime he did not commit. Dr. London
also testified at his innocence hearing. Mr. Pohlschneider
was declared innocent by the judge and will be entitled to
financial renumeration from the state for his false convicted
and years in prison. The case is profiled on the University of
Michigan’s National Registry of Exoneration:
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/
casedetail.aspx?caseid=4769
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Graduate Students Land Jobs

Three graduate students of the Experimental Psychology
doctoral program recently landed jobs. Ray Voss is

now a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of
Psychology at Indiana University-Purdue University —
Fort Wayne. Stephen Prunier has accepted a full-time
faculty position in psychology at vy Tech in Anderson,
Indiana. And Ryan Corser is now a Research Associate
in the Department of Marketing at VVanderbilt University
(Nashville, TN). All three students worked with Dr. J.D.
Jasper while at UT.

Recent Honors and Awards

o
Y /£ Psychology doctoral student
%, W /s YopinaPertiwi received the
=" first place award ($125) in the

/ Student Poster Presentation
Award Competition at the Health

Psychology Research Symposium,

held at the University of Michigan

- Dearborn, on October 27th,

2017. Yopina’s poster presentation

was entitled “Is It the Way | Look? Investigating the Role

of Physicians’ Social Identities on Patients’ Perceptions

and Behaviors toward the Physicians. At the same event,

psychology doctoral student Ashley Murray received the

third place award ($50) for her poster presentation entitled

“Exploring the Impact of Explicit and Implicit Affect Related

to Health Behaviors in Cancer Survivors.” Job well done

guys!

Dr. Andrew Geers was recently awarded multiple grants

to do research. One was a Small Research Grant from the
Society for Personality and Social Psychology. The grant will
assist Dr. Geers in conducting a study examining stereotype
processes in the context of health care interactions. Data will
be collected at the UT Student Health Center, as well as at
one or two other student health centers at other universities.
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The support of our alumni and friends is paramount to the success of our educational programs. Your generous
financial support will impact the lives of current and future students in the Department of Psychology at The
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