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continued from page 2

PTSD researcher Dr. Elhai has taken a special interest in 
another area.  Being a bit of a techie, Dr. Elhai has begun 
publishing papers on cybersecurity issues and how they might 
relate to a variety of things including clinical predictors.  I 
spoke to him recently and what appears below is his view 
on common cybersecurity issues psychologists, patients, and 
students face and what they can do to protect themselves 
against these threats.

Q: Outside of your cyberpsychology research, what kind 
of professional work do you do in the area of information/
technology privacy?

A: Outside of research? I occasionally present professional 
workshops to psychology organizations and at psychology 
conferences, aimed at instructing psychologists how to better 
keep their electronic devices, communication, and patient 
records secure.

Q: What are some pragmatic steps that psychologists and 
students can take in order to minimize threats to data 
security, especially with private or sensitive information 
like PHI?

A
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In 1963, Stanley Milgram 
conducted one of the most 
famous psychology stud-
ies of all time – one that is 
mentioned in almost every 
introduction to psychology 
textbook, and one that has 
been widely criticized and 
widely revered, particularly 
in the social psychology 
world. Experimenter (2015) 
takes you on a journey 

through Dr. Milgram’s mind, his memories, and much of his 
life, beginning with the classic 1963 experiment.

Set in the United States, Milgram (played by Peter Sars-
gaard) was interested in conformity and obedience to au-
thority.  After being trained by Asch and conducting studies 
on whether people would conform to groups, Milgram then 
wondered whether obedience to authority, relatedly, could 
help explain some of the atrocities that the world had seen 
in WWII.  He conducted his first study just after the Nurem-
berg War Criminal trials and wondered whether, rather than 
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Walking alongside friends, family, and community was an 
overwhelming and unforgettable experience.  The opening 
ceremony began with an overview of the history and goals 
of the Out of the Darkness Walks. Next, the crowd was 
silent as the coordinators read a list of names provided by 
attendees of individuals lost to suicide. Friends and families 
supported one another as the names of loved ones were 
remembered and honored. Once all of the names were 
read, attendees released hundreds of balloons (see page 
background) into the Toledo sky in honor of those lost to 
suicide.
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UT Psychology Department in the News

A recent study by Dr. Kamala London Newton and her lab 
was featured in the UT News.   Here’s the paper citation:  
London, K., Hall, A. K., & Lytle, N. E. (2017). Does it help, 
hurt, or something else? The effect of a something else 
response alternative on children’s performance on forced-
choice questions. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 23, 281-
289.

Dr. Joni Mihura’s seminal meta-analyses on the Rorschach 
published in Psychological Bulletin (Mihura, Meyer, 
Dumitrascu, & Bombel, 2013) was cited in a National 
Geographic story in September.

Dr. Kamala London recently acted as an expert witness on 
behalf of the Northern California Innocence Project in a 
case involving a man who was convicted in 2001 of sexually 
abusing several of his children. The case involved faulty 
medical evidence and also aggressive questioning of the 
children that pressured them into making false allegations 
against Mr. Larry Pohlschneider. The work of Dr. London 
and a medical expert, led by the Innocence Project, resulted 
in Mr. Pohlschneider being released from prison after 
serving 14 years for a crime he did not commit.  Dr. London 
also testified at his innocence hearing. Mr. Pohlschneider 
was declared innocent by the judge and will be entitled to 
financial renumeration from the state for his false convicted 
and years in prison.  The case is profiled on the University of 
Michigan’s National Registry of Exoneration:
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/
casedetail.aspx?caseid=4769

Graduate Students Land Jobs

Three graduate students of the Experimental Psychology 
doctoral program recently landed jobs.  Ray Voss is 
now a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Psychology at Indiana University-Purdue University – 
Fort Wayne.  Stephen Prunier has accepted a full-time 
faculty position in psychology at Ivy Tech in Anderson, 
Indiana.  And Ryan Corser is now a Research Associate 
in the Department of Marketing at Vanderbilt University 
(Nashville, TN).  All three students worked with Dr. J.D. 
Jasper while at UT.

Recent Honors and Awards

Psychology doctoral student 
Yopina Pertiwi received the 
first place award ($125) in the 
Student Poster Presentation 
Award Competition at the Health 
Psychology Research Symposium, 
held at the University of Michigan 
- Dearborn, on October 27th, 
2017. Yopina’s poster presentation 

was entitled “Is It the Way I Look? Investigating the Role 
of Physicians’ Social Identities on Patients’ Perceptions 
and Behaviors toward the Physicians.  At the same event, 
psychology doctoral student Ashley Murray received the 
third place award ($50) for her poster presentation entitled 
“Exploring the Impact of Explicit and Implicit Affect Related 
to Health Behaviors in Cancer Survivors.”  Job well done 
guys!

Dr. Andrew Geers was recently awarded multiple grants 
to do research.  One was a Small Research Grant from the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology. The grant will 
assist Dr. Geers in conducting a study examining stereotype 
processes in the context of health care interactions. Data will 
be collected at the UT Student Health Center, as well as at 
one or two other student health centers at other universities.  
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PsyConnect Editorial Board
J.D. Jasper (editor), Jason Levine (associate editor), Michelle Beddow, Lindsay Roberts, Ashley Murray, Olivia Aspiras, 
Michalea Simon, Alex Buhk, Evan Clarkson, and Abigail Dempsey (contributors).

To send us news for inclusion in a future newsletter, please write, e-mail (psyconnect@utoledo.edu), or fax (419.530.8479). 
Tell us what you are doing; feel free to include professional information and whatever you think would be of interest to 
fellow alums. You may also send high-resolution photos, preferably digital (at least 900 KB file size), for possible use.

Name: 

UT Graduation Year/Degree (If applicable): 

Address: 

E-mail: 

Will you prefer that we e-mail you the next issue of the newsletter?  o Yes o No

News from you:

Send to:
PsyConnect Newsletter
Dr. J.D. Jasper
Mail Stop 948
The University of Toledo
2801 West Bancroft Street
Toledo, OH. 43606 USA
(Or by fax to 419-530-8479 
or email to psyconnect@u-
toledo.edu)

Contact Us

The support of our alumni and friends is paramount to the success of our educational programs. Your generous 
financial support will impact the lives of current and future students in the Department of Psychology at The 
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